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On May 14 during an interview with Notimex in San Jose, Costa Rica, Nicaraguan Resistance
directorate member Alfredo Cesar said that if Latin America does not energetically condemn
the electoral fraud in Panama, "they will provide incentive in an indirect fashion" for "military
measures." Cesar, who resides in Miami, traveled to San Jose to help organize a meeting attended
by representatives of 14 of Nicaragua's domestic opposition parties and various exile groups
with the aim of developing a joint platform and a single candidate for the Nicaraguan elections
in February. Cesar said the resolution adopted by the Organization of American States on May
17 will impact on the Nicaraguan electoral process. He asserted that if Panamanian Gen. Manuel
Antonio Noriega is permitted to get away with electoral fraud, the Sandinistas in Nicaragua "will
feel encouraged to do the same." According to Cesar, if fraud mars the Nicaraguan elections, the
10,000 contras encamped in Honduras would return to military action. Regarding the Nicaraguan
elections, Cesar said the opposition forces could win if they unite behind a single candidate. He
mentioned Violeta Chamorro and Pablo Antonio Cuadra as possible candidates. Cesar said the
Sandinistas have lost a great deal of support because of economic, political and social disruption and
deterioration. He acknowledged that a large part of the decline was the result of the conflict financed
by the US. The contra leader said that if the Sandinista National Liberation Front wins in a free and
clean election next February, the domestic opposition parties and the contra forces will accept the
results and will seek political co-existence in the National Assembly. Next, Cesar said US President
George Bush has stated that in the event of clean elections in Nicaragua regardless of the victor
a new relationship between the US and Nicaragua will be established. (Basic data from Notimex,
05/14/89)
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